1Iso/lec JTC 1/sc 34aN0479

ISO/IEC JTC 1/SC 34

Information Technology --
Document Description and Processing Languages

TITLE: JTC1 N7315 - ISO Council Resolution 1/2003 Concerning the ISO and IEC
Patent Policy

SOURCE: ISO Central Secretariat

STATUS: Information from ISO/CS

ACTION: For information

DATE: 2003-12-27

DISTRIBUTION: SC34 and Liaisons

REPLY TO: Dr. James David Mason

(ISO/IEC JTC 1/SC 34 Chairman)
Y-12 National Security Complex
Bldg. 9113, M.S. 8208

Oak Ridge, TN 37831-8208 U.S.A.
Telephone: +1 865 574-6973
Facsimile: +1 865 574-1896
Network: masonjd@y12.doe.gov
http://www.y12.doe.gov/sgml/sc34/
ftp://ftp.y12.doe.gov/pub/sgml/sc34/

Mr. G. Ken Holman

(ISO/IEC JTC 1/SC 34 Secretariat - Standards Council of Canada)
Crane Softwrights Ltd.

Box 266,

Kars, ON KOA-2E0 CANADA

Telephone: +1 613 489-0999

Facsimile: +1 613 489-0995

Network: jtclsc34@scc.ca



EJTCIE

ISO/IEC JTC 1 N7315 2003-12-04
Replaces:

ISO/IEC JTC 1
Information Technology

Document Type: Information from ISO Central Secretariat

Document Title: 1SO Council Resolution 1/2003 Concerning the 1ISO and IEC Patent Policy
Document Source: ISO Central Secretariat

Project Number:

Document Status: This document is circulated for information and reference.

Action ID: FYI
Due Date:
Distribution:
Medium:

Disk Serial No:

No. of Pages: 2

Secretariat, ISO/IEC JTC 1, American National Standards Institute, 25 West 43rd Street, New York, NY 10036; Telephone: 1212 642 4932;
Facsimile: 1212 840 2298; Email: Irajchel@ansi.org



Council Resolution 1/2003

Council,

recalling that the intent of the ISO and IEC patent policy, as set out in the ISO/IEC
Directives, is to ensure that all ISO (or IEC) standards can be used by anyone, anywhere
in the world, and that where patent issues are involved, the intent extends to ensuring
that any user can obtain licences under reasonable and non-discriminatory terms and
conditions anywhere in the world,

noting the WTO guidelines related to intellectual property rules,
confirms the relevancy and usefulness of the existing ISO and IEC patent policy,
further confirms that any patent issues should continue to be treated case-by-case in a

manner consistent with the ISO/IEC Patent Policy by the ISO and IEC Chief Executive
Officers,

recognizing the increasing litigation and regulatory review relating to the inclusion of
intellectual property in standards and its effect on competition,

further recognizing that similar issues may occur in relation with the inclusion within a
standard of proprietary copyrighted material such as software,

asks the 1ISO Secretary-General, together with the IEC General Secretary, to establish a
panel of knowledgeable experts in the field of intellectual property rights to be
recommended by ISO and IEC members. The panel will be required to provide
assistance when asked by the 1ISO and IEC Chief Executive Officers, for an
interpretation (directly or through the ISO/IEC Directives Maintenance Team) of, or
advise regarding, the policy relating to the inclusion of patented items, and by analogy
to copyright-protected software, tailored to the needs of the various fields of
standardization and taking into account the related complex legal issues and the need to
protect ISO and IEC their members and participants from legal challenges. The panel
will operate electronically whenever possible.

further asks the Secretary-General to seek concurrence of the IEC and to keep the ITU
Director of the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau informed.
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