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ISO/IEC JTC1/SC34/WG2 N340
Defect Report on ISO/IEC 9541-4: Consistency of the properties for vertical writing mode.
ISO/IEC 14496-22 Open Font Format defines an optional table “vmtx” to store the glyph metrics for vertical writing mode, and “vhea” to store the stochastic summary of the parameters in “vhea” table. There are 2 versions of “vmtx” and “vhea” tables, version 1.0 and 1.1. The definition of the glyph metrics in vertical writing mode is slightly different in these 2 versions; the version 1.0 definition is a rotation of ordinary horizontal typography, but the version 1.1 definition is more natural definition for vertical writing mode in CJK typography.

ISO/IEC 9541-4:2009 had noted that ISO/IEC 9541 architecture can handle the version 1.0 properties (see clauses 4.5.2.1 and 4.5.3.1), but cannot handle the version 1.1 properties (see clauses 4.5.2.2 and 4.5.3.2).

But, considering the additional properties for CJK typography introduced by ISO/IEC 9541-1:1991/Amd. 2:1998, some of the version 1.1 properties are related with the metric properties in ISO/IEC 9541-1/Amd. 2. The descriptions in the clauses 4.5.2.2 and 4.5.3.2 should be improved to reflect ISO/IEC 9541-1/Amd. 2.
