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ISO/IEC JTC1/SC34/WG2 N351
Requirements for Amendment 1 to ISO/IEC 9541-4: Media type registration template for Open Font Format
Although Open Font Format (ISO/IEC 14496-22) is a standardization of a font file format in MPEG-4, today this font format is quite widely used for various purposes. It is expected that the OFF resource can be transferred by network, but no standard media types for OFF resources are registered. Some applications define their own media types, like “application/x-font-ttf”. The standard media type for OFF resource is required.
The OFF file structure is based on the “sfnt” resource structure defined by Apple for “sfnt”, to store scalable font. The structure is adopted by various typographic files, not only OFF. For example, Adobe SING glyphlet file uses same file structure to store the graphic components to compose a glyph, but it cannot be used as a stand-alone font file. Considering such utilization of “sfnt” format, dealing “sfnt” as a container format would be more convenient than dealing it as a font format. Therefore, the author proposes to register a media type “application/sfnt” to cover all OFF variants and other data packed in “sfnt” format.
