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Extended Producer Responsibility

Canadian Electronics Industry

ISSue:

* Increased obsolescence of electronic products

 More than 140k tonnes of electronics and small appliances
end up in Canadian landfills annually (Environment Canada)

« Potential for toxicity increases if products are not processed
responsibly

« Lack of infrastructure to divert and recycle these products

* Increased focus on Extended Producer Responsibility
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Extended Producer Responsibility

Canadian Electronics Industry

Industry takes action

 Founded the non-profit organization Electronics Product
Stewardship Canada (EPSC)

¢ Mandate to design and develop a stewardship program for
waste electronic products

Working with government to promote a shared responsibility
model involving industry, government, retailers, and consumers

* Industry-led, nationally harmonized program

— CCME position supports this harmonized approach
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Electronics Product Stewardship Canada
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Extended Producer Responsibility

Canadian Electronics Industry

Recycling: The Challenge

One of the most critical elements of the EPSC program

Electronic products consist of hundred of different materials, some of
which are potentially toxic

Difficult to recycle, requires manual disassembly or expensive
shredding/sorting equipment

High cost often results in materials being shipped offshore for low-cost
recycling or disposal

No clear operating ‘standard’ for Canadian electronics recycling industry
Canadian electronics recycling industry at a nascent stage
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Extended Producer Responsibility

Canadian Electronics Industry

Recycling: The Challenge
« EPSC created the Recycling Vendor Qualification
Committee (RVQC)

« Mandate to develop a process to evaluate electronics
recyclers used in the EPSC program
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naired by Sony and members include Brother, Canon,
nson, Hewlett-Packard, IBM, Sharp, Electro-Federation and

PSC
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Extended Producer Responsibility

Canadian Electronics Industry

What we are trying to prevent from happening

Photos from “Exporting Harm: The High-Tech Trashing of Asia”. Prepared by Basel Action Network and Silicon Valley Toxics Coalition, February 25, 2002.
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Extended Producer Responsibility

Canadian Electronics Industry

The RVQ Standard
« Establishes criteria for recyclers to meet

e Incorporates concerns from electronics manufacturers, environmental
groups, and electronics recyclers

« Goes beyond provisions of ISO 14001 and addresses specific issues
resulting from recycling electronics

— Enhanced requirements for Environment, Health & safety

— Prohibits use of prison labour

— Prohibits shipping material to developing/non-OECD countries
— Reinforces downstream accountability of waste
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EPSC’s Recycling Vendor Qualification Program

Recycling Vendor Qualification Standard

Elactioabei ®odu
Ereaardihis Caneea

The Recyding Vi
Canada (EPSC)
ol Bl 1 Ceor A0
of this standarnd. - - o i PSR
[}
Harqiirsmants for &
. Oecirarics Denda 3004
All vendors used b Sarwardsalp) =, = Recycling Vesdor Qusalification Fraogam
alecironic. product H L:
ame of Applica o TR 1 TG TR Y| PR PR -y
that are licensed by Bub-Vendor Compan Elecirarics Fradue I
—— Recycling Vendar Selection and Qualification Process
All vendors must T - BCye
sty | [ o] =]
;‘J,III -.-endm_mlu_asl_l kAt Hama: CAlner Do & e pronRea TSR0 By CIRConics Profin STewania np Canane (CFe) i
respansioiity i idresa salacl and qualify vendars thad will recycle elecironic products collscied in the EFPSC
rogram
&l vardors mustpd | PROCESS WFO Forma i prog . . _
Fleace indicate 2l Step 1: EFEC wil iszaz a nativral invitation for zlecirenics
1. Envi it ras 1h | - raryelars o apply far cualhicalian nrear tha FRSL pregram
merEnme e UL ot claal S e ol Ihis FuAlficahan B&ng a pra-raquiaenant e prosdng recyeing
All vendors shall; Materon Racassd wervices [or the makiial colecled by EF3C,
11, Possess and PROCCSS INFORMATION 4
ol cuer Ib Fiaasa raesbe al masanals)
- Turder. Compleis a *Sub- Step 2 I oegpores ko e invilation, spolicanls musl complets i —
12 ldenidy and ; . i | i prarp bt mctuned e e BEE T
the Recpeimy Vendur Qualifeatior Apphicatior Fonns, yt il h shetatd .
?I‘O‘-‘r[;fl:‘i.:d‘:gl Malersin Genaaled which will be Used 1o scraen applicaris. ) e il ey s
nm e ] Dt Boarda
P ol [mETRET T l
e
| | el Bines Shep 3 The Recyoling Vernfor Dualiication Cennmilise e
(RAVACT evaluales the Agplcalion Fuims o deermine i e The RAGE wil "'*-‘“-j"-"‘"—"“'f-‘m’*’""-*
O BncaBronze apnficants have ma all e requiremaents and are suifable b =1 o EREC, el SaDSED Patners.
ﬁ':'qn"‘""' e b e audileg phase e
IETTTERE/N iy n A
] CAT Cira (ensshed) l
O Miaoury B
7 Toamer arl 1ok Cualdled bidders are selected
I v [ £ it meme ¥ oty se s uitt e
i ey o s s rerpriy Renore
Step 4 The spoicanly e inls @ agesmen silh EPSC o o Iharamastc cud-emnalng, 0 nfemationa!
haivz themselvas and appicable sub-vendars sudted by an | Mo —— ::W I
EFSC saieied Auditer i e °
|
=)
[}
L

Electronics Product
Stewardship Canada

Recyclage des produits
électronigues Canada




Extended Producer Responsibility

Canadian Electronics Industry

Evaluating recyclers: the two step process
* Application and screening process

— Gather information about their process and all downstream sub-
vendors used to process materials

— Confirm permits and insurance are in place, material destination is as
Indicated

* Auditing phase

— A Certified Environmental Auditor is used to evaluate the applicant
and confirm compliance to the RVQ Standard

— Once compliance is confirmed, the recycler is then able to accept
material collected in the EPSC program
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Extended Producer Responsibility

Canadian Electronics Industry

The program in action

* An original draft of the program was tested during a project between
EPSC and Computers for Schools

— The project resulted in some revisions to the program (increased
focus on sub-vendors and transportation)

— Revised version approved by EPSC board in Sep/04

« Version of the standard was adopted by Electronics Recycling Alberta
(ERA)

— The ERA version of the standard was included in a package sent out
to recyclers.
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Extended Producer Responsibility

Canadian Electronics Industry

To conclude...

* Industry recognized the importance of proper management of
electronics at the recycling stage

« A common standard was required to ensure an equal level of service
from all recyclers used

A standard was developed that incorporated the concerns of industry,
NGOs, and recyclers

 The program has been tested through a Computer for Schools and
EPSC pilot project

« Version of the standard adopted by Alberta — the only Canadian
province with an e-waste program
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EPS Canada is a not-for-profit organization : jﬂg personal computer
working to design, promote and implemeint i 3

sustainable solutions for Canada’s electronic

waste probiem. were estimated to contain:

1,356 tonnes of lead
2.0 tonnes of cadmium When you move an

B to something newer,
0.5 tonnes of mercury what happens to what

*Environment Canada, 2000 you leave behind?

- 'Resources -

HIGHLIEHTS » EPSC releases their Recycling Vendor Qualification Program. The prograrm
aims to achieve a common standard of performance acceptable to industry
and to ensure a high standard of environmental responsibility.

» SolidWaste & Recycling Magazine endorses ERPSC's industn-based
approach to stewardship.

= Design for Environment Student Competition 2004 - EFSC encourages all
eligible I}I:Ients to paricipate in a Design ﬂ:lr Ernvironment competition being

nspr al district and Emily Carr
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